
Benefits 
Biological Abstracts is a comprehensive reference database covering life sciences journal literature. An essential
tool for researchers, librarians, faculty, and students, Biological Abstracts covers botany, microbiology, 
pharmacology, biochemistry, evolutionary ecology, neurology, toxicology, and more.

Available through ISI Web of Knowledge, you can simultaneously search Thomson Scientific resources, 
partner content, and freely available sources of information. Link* directly from records in Biological
Abstracts to:

■ Full-text articles
■ Web of Science to view cited references, citing articles, and Related Records®

■ Records of the same documents in Web of Science®, ISI ProceedingsSM, Current Contents Connect®, CAB
Abstracts®, Inspec®, PsycINFO®, and Food Science and Technology Abstracts™

■ OpenURL link services, including SFX and LinkFinderPlus
■ Your institution’s library holdings via the Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC)
■ The National Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI), including GenBank® DNA

Coverage 
Updated every two months, Biological Abstracts includes more than 8,600,000 bibliographic records dating
from 1969 to the present with nearly 370,000 records added each year. Selective coverage includes over 4,000
journal titles.  

Features 

Analyze Results
Use the Analyze tool to refine your search results by mining and ranking data values by author, 
concept code, language, major concept, source title, and more.

Citation Alerts
With one click, set up citation alerts from the full bibliographic record, and manage them from the ISI Web of
Knowledge homepage. Receive an e-mail each time a record is cited in an article. Subscription to Web of
Science required.

Major Concepts Search Aid
Use this search tool to add subject concepts to a search query. Major concepts are subject areas covered in the
source document. Broader concepts indicate wider subject areas versus narrower concepts that indicate more
focused subject areas.

Organism Classifiers Search Aid
Use this search tool to add Super Taxa terms and Biosystematic codes to a search query. Super Taxa are high-
level Taxonomic terms that refer to broad categories of organisms, including microorganisms. Biosystematic
codes are five-digit codes representing Taxonomic groups above the genus level.

Concept Codes Search Aid
Use this search tool to add concept codes to a search query. Concept codes are five-digit codes representing
broad subject areas in the life sciences.
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* Links depend on your institution's subscription



Search Field Rules

■ Searches are not case sensitive

■ Enter words and phrases without
quotation marks

■ Separate two or more terms by
using Boolean operators:  AND,
OR, NOT, or SAME

■ Use parentheses to specify order
of precedence; otherwise, opera-
tors will be applied in the follow-
ing order: SAME, NOT, AND, OR

■ Wildcard symbols:

* zero to many characters

? 1 character

$ 0 or 1 character

■ Wildcards can be placed within a
word or at the end

Functionality Flow
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Topic
Author
Source Publication
Address
Taxonomic Data
Major Concepts
Concept Code/Heading
Chemical and Biochemical
Identifying Codes

Order
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Cited References
Citing Articles
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Local Holdings
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Full Text
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General Search
Advanced Search

Results
Summary

Full 
RecordFull Search

Search History

Search Options
Biological Abstracts provides three types of searches:  General Search,
Advanced Search, and Combine Sets.

Option 1: General Search
Search for records by subject term, author name, journal title, author address,
and other fields.

Topic
Enter words or phrases joined by search operators. Be sure to search for
British and American spellings, truncate for plurals, and search for synonyms.
Click the Title only check box to restrict the search to document titles.

■ Enzym* AND biomass finds records containing enzyme (or enzymes, 
enzymatic, enzymic) and biomass in the same record.

■ Enzym* SAME biomass finds records containing enzyme (or enzymes,
enzymatic, enzymic) and biomass in the same sentence in the title or
abstract of a record.

■ Sul*ur* finds records containing sulfur, sulfuric, sulphur, sulphurous, or
sulphurised.

Author
Enter the last name first, followed by the first name and/or initials. Leave a
space between each initial when searching on multiple initials. Unless you
know all initials in an author's name, enter an asterisk (*) after the first ini-
tial. Click the author index link to search from a list of authors, editors, and
corporate authors.

■ Sheppard finds Sheppard, Michael; Sheppard, Terry L; Sheppard, L J; etc.

■ Sheppard D* finds Sheppard, D. Craig; Sheppard, D; Sheppard, D M.; etc. 

Source Publication
Enter a full or partial title with an asterisk (*) wildcard. Click the source
index link to search from a list of source titles.

■ Journal of Cell Biology finds records of articles published in this journal.

■ Journal of Cell* finds records of articles published in journals whose titles
begin with these words such as Journal of Cell Biology, Journal of Cellular
Physiology, and Journal of Cellular Biochemistry. 

Analyze
Results

Marked
Records



Marked List

When you mark records retrieved by 
a search, the records are added to a
marked list. Each product in ISI Web 
of Knowledge has its own marked list.
You can print, save, export, e-mail, and
order marked records.

1. Clear the check box next to each
record that you do not want to
include in the output, and then 
click Submit Selections.

2. Select a sort option.

3. Select the fields you want to include
in the output.

4. Select the appropriate output option.

Format for Print
Click this button to format the records
in HTML with field labels or in a biblio-
graphic format. Click your browser’s
Print button to print the records.

Save to File
Click this button to save records in a
format suitable for bibliographic 
management software or for another
application, such as a spreadsheet.

Export to Reference Software
Click this button to export records
directly into any of the following 
products:

■ EndNote®

■ ProCite®

■ Reference Manager®

E-mail
Click this button to e-mail the selected
records to a colleague or to yourself.
Optionally, enter a return e-mail
address and a note to accompany the
records. 

Order Full Text
Order the full-text of an article from 
ISI Document Solution® or from another
source (if available at your site).
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Address
Records include the address of authors, corporate authors, and editors 
provided with the source publication. Use truncation with common address
terms to find variant spellings. Use the SAME operator to search for two or
more words that appear within the same address.

■ Univ* finds University, Universidad, and Univ.  

■ Univ* SAME Maryland SAME Baltimore finds records containing some
form of the address University of Maryland at Baltimore. 

Taxonomic Data
Super Taxa are high-level taxonomic terms that refer to broad categories of
organisms, including microorganisms. Biosystematic codes are five-digit
codes representing taxonomic groups above the genus level. Click the 
organism classifiers link to search from a list of Super Taxa and
Biosystematic Codes.

■ Ascomycetes OR Basidiomycetes finds records containing the terms
Ascomycetes, Basidiomycetes, or both in the Taxonomic Data table.

■ 080* finds records indexed with all Biosystematic Codes beginning with
080, such as Chromatiaceae and Purple Nonsulfur Bacteria.

Major Concepts
Major Concepts are broad subject areas covered in the source document.
Click the major concept list link to search from a list of terms.

■ Toxicology AND groundwater ecology finds records containing both terms.

Concept Code/Heading
Concept codes are five-digit codes representing broad subject areas in the
life sciences. Click the concept code list link to search from a list of codes
and headings.  

■ 52805 finds records indexed by this Concept Code on Soil Science -
Physics and Chemistry.

Chemical and Biochemical
Enter chemical names, variants, drug modifiers, and/or CAS® Registry
Numbers to search for records containing chemical and/or biochemical
information.

■ Hemoglobin AND glucose finds records containing both hemoglobin and
glucose in the Chemical Data table of a record.

■ RNA polymerase finds records containing RNA polymerase, RNA poly-
merase II, or RNA-dependent RNA polymerase in the Chemical Data
Table.

Identifying Codes
Search by accession number or by International Standard Serial Number
(ISSN).  Enter one or more codes connected by search operators.

■ BACD199800477905 finds the record with this accession number.

■ 0232-7* finds records that begin with this ISSN identifier.
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Option 2: Advanced Search
Advanced Search allows you to create complex search queries using field tags, search operators, and wildcards.
For example:

■  TS=(food AND toxicolog* AND bovin*) finds records about food poisoning in cows and other members of
the Bovinae subfamily.

■  AU=(Wells AND Dickinson) finds articles written by these two authors.
■  TS=ostrich* AND CC=(poultry AND egg*) finds records in which the topic term ostrich (or ostriches) and

the concepts code poultry and egg (or eggs) appear in the same record.

Option 3: Combine Sets
You can combine search queries to refine the results of a search.  These set combinations are simply two or
more search queries that you join to create a single query. You can create simple set combinations from the
Search History table or complicated set combinations from the text box on the Advanced Search page. 

From the Search History table:

1. Click the AND or OR radio button. 
2. Click the check box of each set that you want to combine. 
3. Click the Combine button. 
4. Click the link in the Results column to view the results of your search. 

From the text box on the Advanced Search page:

■  Enter #2 NOT #3 to create a new set consisting of records in set #2 that are not in set #3.
■  Enter (#2 NOT #1) AND #3 to create a set consisting of records in set #2 that are not in set #1, but only

those records that are in both set #2 and set #3 are retrieved.
■  Enter (#1 OR #2 OR #4) AND #3 to create a set consisting of all records in set #1, set #2, or set #4 that are

also present in set #3. 
Note: Remember to include a number (#) sign before each set number.

Getting Help
Click the Help button on any Biological Abstracts page to get detailed help on features, along with search tips
and examples. If you have questions that are not addressed in the help, contact Thomson Scientific Customer
Technical Support: http://www.thomsonscientific.com/crc/techsupport/

Questions about network connections and/or the use of your Web browser should be directed to your 
network administrator.

TUTORIAL AVAILABLE!
An educational tutorial of Biological Abstracts is available at http://www.thomsonisi.com/tutorials/ba/

www.scientific.thomson.com/isi

Thomson and its products and acronyms used herein are trademarks, service marks, and registered trademarks used under
license. CAB Abstracts is produced by CABI Publishing. Inspec is produced by the Institution of Electrical Engineers. Food
Science and Technology Abstracts is produced by the International Food Information Service (IFIS). PsycINFO is produced by
the American Psychological Association. These and other product names mentioned herein are trademarks, service marks, and
registered trademarks of their respective owners.
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